Chapter 4
Timeline of World and Family Events from 1939 - 1953

Introduction: This document was written by David Mantik in January 2022. It is a timeline reflecting world events, family happenings, and David’s perspective from 1939 – 1953. The diary entries are from Martha Siewert Mantik’s diaries (see Appendix A).

1939. August 19 (Saturday). “The big day…everybody came.” Edwin Mantik (born 1911) and Martha Siewert (born 1917) marry @ 2:45 PM at the home of her parents, with Rev. John Timm presiding. After the ceremony, “chicken dinner, milked…to Ernie’s and to bed.” There was no immediate honeymoon, although some time later Edwin and Martha drove to Niagara Falls with Martha’s parents. 
	                  
Martha soon joins Edwin on the Michael Mantik home farm in Milan, Wisconsin in Johnson Township. The farm was originally purchased in 1916 by Michael and Elise from Martin Ellingson (owner of a Milan lumber mill) for $3000, equivalent to about $80,000 in 2022. 

Shortly before this wedding, Michael and Elise (Edwin's parents) move along with Enos (born 1928) to the smaller Milan farm. Edwin’s younger brother Rueben (born 1917) stays on the home farm, sharing the house with the newlyweds! Rueben and Edwin got ½ of the check—while Michael and Elise got the other ½. Rueben pays for his meals, but according to her diary, he dislikes Martha's cooking.

1939. August 23. Hitler (born 1889 - just three years after Michael) and Stalin (born 1878—just two years after Emil Siewert, Martha’s father) sign a non-aggression pact, and also agree to each take ½ of Poland. The diary reports, “Ed and me cleaned porch. Fred and Emily here.”
 
1939. September 1 (Friday). Germany invades Poland. The diary reports, “To Cherokee picnic.” 

1940. January 11. Michael and Elise set up a joint tenancy. Since Elise died in 1941, this timing is striking. Was she already showing serious symptoms? Perhaps she was. 

1940. July – September. The Battle of Britain rages. 

1940. August 20. Winston Churchill (about the Royal Air Force): "Never was so much owed by so many to so few." 

1940. August 21. Leon Trotsky is assassinated in Mexico at the direction of Stalin.
 
1940. October 13. “Pains all night…” David is born (on the Michael Mantik home farm). 

1940. November 5. FDR wins re-election @ 55% vs. Wendell Willke @ 45%. Martha writes: “We all voted.” She does not list who they voted for.
 
1941. March 21. Edwin and Martha move to a rental farm near Athens, presumably owned by Gores. Photograph of farm. [Read Athens, WI: The Place Where Time Stood Still by Ed Semon.]
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1941. July 1. The first commercial TV ad (for Bulova watches) airs during a baseball game at Ebbets Field. The Philadelphia Phillies beat the Brooklyn Dodgers (6-4). The Edwin Mantik family had no TV until about 1955.

1941 (September) – 1943 (at least until December). Herbert and Esther Paulson (born 1915) manage the home farm. Judy Paulson has already been born.
 
1941. September 26. Elise unexpectedly dies at 4:45 pm at Elmer and Lillian Jensen’s wedding reception. Edwin and Martha had lunch that day with Michael and Elise. 

1941. December 7. Pearl Harbor Day (Sunday). From the diary: “To church and S.S. Big chicken dinner.” 

On November 26, 1941 (just 11 days before Pearl Harbor), FDR had received a secret message from Churchill about the pending attack on Hawaii (likely deciphered by the Bletchley Park code breakers at the Far East Combined Bureau in Singapore). Unfortunately FDR kept this information secret because he planned to use the attack as an excuse for the US to enter WWII.   

FDR did not realize how devastating this attack would be because he did not know that the Japanese had developed special bombs (for the armored decks of battleships) and unique torpedoes (for the relatively shallow depths at Pearl Harbor). 

1941. December 10. Diary entry: “Roosevelt talked—felt bad about war. Bed 10:30.” 

1941-1944. After Edwin and Martha leave the Michael Mantik home farm for Gore’s rental farm, Herbert and Esther Paulson manage the home farm. Jim Paulson recalls that Rueben was still on the farm when his parents managed it. Rueben later left for his own farm, probably during 1943. Enos stayed with Michael on the small Milan farm, until Michael was institutionalized, which occurred about 6 months after Elise died. (Michael’s obituary reports that he had been institutionalized for 2 ½ years before his death in September 1944.) Rachel Mantik and Pat Plowman (Rueben’s daughters) both believe that after Michael was institutionalized, Enos (still a minor) moved back to the home farm. At that time, Elmer and Lillian Jensen were managing the farm. Enos moved to his own farm (obtained from Rueben) in 1945, shortly before his 17th birthday.

1942-1943. August 23 – February 2. Germany loses a decisive battle around the city of Stalingrad (now Volgograd). Hitler had prophetically declared in a public speech (September 30, 1942) that the German army would never leave that city. Of the nearly 91,000 German prisoners captured in Stalingrad, only about 5,000 returned to Germany.

1942. February 11. “Edwin goes into town with the horses.” As David recalls, one of them was named Barney.
 
1942. March 2. “Edwin buys a tractor - and becomes ecstatic.” This is his first tractor as Martha's diary before this persistently refers to horses. It was probably the Farmall A (color photograph on the left below). This tractor was later used on Edwin’s farm in Bloomville. The black and white photograph below shows Edwin with a steel-wheeled tractor on the home farm. This one was probably owned by Michael and cared for by Edwin. Included in the final Michael Mantik estate was a Farmall H, shown in color on the right. The Model H first debuted in 1939, so it was not the one in Edwin’s photograph. 

	                             [image: ]

[image: ]  [image: ]
			 
1942. April 1. Edwin and Martha move to the small Milan farm. During this time Edwin was often absent during the day, as he was busy electrifying farms. Given his (self-taught) skills with devices and machinery, he would have been an excellent engineer (he also had outstanding grades in school), but he quit school after 6th grade to help on the home farm. 

We do not know what level of education Michael had. However, we do have many of Elise’s letters, which were always elegantly written (in English) both grammatically and with a wonderful handwriting style. Those who knew her claimed that she had a trace accent. 
 
1942. May 6. Edwin and Martha visit Esther (then on the home farm)—by using horses!

1942. June 4-7. Six months after Pearl Harbor, the Battle of Midway is a decisive naval victory for the US in the Pacific Theater of World War II. The key to this remarkable victory was breaking Japan’s naval codes. Although less famous than the effort to break Germany’s Enigma code, this cryptographic feat played a central role in winning the war in the Pacific. 

1943. Rueben purchased his own (first) farm sometime during 1943; this was later sold to Enos. This purchase must have occurred before Herbert and Esther left the home place. Rueben’s wedding (December 24, 1943) occurred on his farm, and from the diary we learn that the Paulsons visited Martha and Edwin on the next day (Christmas 1943). Then, sixteen months later (April 14, 1945) Rueben legally purchased the home farm (Michael’s farm), and so he probably moved there soon afterwards. And that move triggered Enos taking over Rueben’s former farm.

1943. July 19. Edwin and Martha paint the pump house red. While they are not watching, trying to be helpful, David paints the milk cans red. 

1943. October 21. Donny Mantik enters the world (on the small Milan farm) with a doctor in attendance. David recalls the hot water boiling on the kitchen stove for this event.

1944. Dates uncertain. After Herbert and Esther Paulson move to California, Lillian and Elmer Jensen assume management of the home farm. Since Martha notes that the Paulsons visited her in Milan on Christmas Day in 1943, the Jensens did not take over until 1944. Most likely the Jensens did not leave the home place until Rueben legally purchased it in April 1945. Enos probably just continued to stay on the home farm with the Jensens. Then most likely Enos moved to Rueben’s former farm just after Rueben purchased the home place. Enos would have turned 17 that summer of 1945.

This management succession allowed the Paulsons to make their first move to California, where they reportedly had relatives. 

1944. June 6. D-Day! This event is cited on June 7 in Martha’s diary. 

1944. August 2. Edwin falls from a roof and fractures his left arm (as shown by X-rays). 
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1944. August 22. Michael visits Edwin and Martha (and David and Donny) all day (see photograph above). If institutionalized, he was clearly not a risk to anyone. This is only 3 weeks before he dies. His disabling heat stroke had occurred in 1938 when Enos was only 10. Enos remembers Michael getting lost while driving him (Enos) to school, a very local drive. 
 
1944. September 13. Michael Mantik dies. Elise’s mother, Henriette Hess, still lives. Remarkably, Michael died on the 74th wedding anniversary of his parents, Justine Mantei and Joseph Mantei. At their wedding on September 13, 1870 (in Zhitomir, Volhynia, Ukraine), Justine would have been just 6 days shy of her 18th birthday, and Joseph would have been about 19. Justine died in 1894, when Michael was only about 8 years old, but his father soon remarried a woman with (possibly many) children. Her name, just before marrying Joseph was Emilie Mantei, which suggests a biological relative or a relative via a previous marriage to a Mantei. 


[image: ]

1944. November 7. FDR wins re-election. “Aft [sic] went voting with Fred’s, Lillian’s a bit.” We do not know who her candidate was, and the diary says nothing more on the next day.

1943. December 24. Rueben marries Violet Johnson (Lillian’s sister). The diary reports, “Did Rueben’s chores.” He then still lived on the farm that later went to Enos. (Enos, to match his age, initially had only 17 cows, so Rueben may have had a similar number that day for Martha to milk.) That farm was sold to Enos (born 1928) before Rachel was born. She was born on December 19, 1945 on the Michael Mantik home farm). 

Enos (born 1928) would have turned 17 during 1945. Enos married Evelyn Feder in August 1947, when he would have been only 19 (the same age that his grandfather Joseph Mantei had been at his own wedding). 

1945. January 4. Edwin and Martha purchase the small Milan farm to which they had actually moved in April 1942. They purchased it from the Zillmans of Colby for $1850. 

The document below shows their purchase, which occurred before the Michael Mantik estate had closed (that occurred over one year later on March 12, 1946). This strongly implies that they had only previously been renting this farm. Likewise, Michael and Elise must also have been only renters of this small farm after Martha moved to the home place following her marriage to Edwin (August 1939). 
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1945. April 12. FDR dies (born 1882). 

1945. April 14. Rueben legally purchases the home place for about $12,000. He takes out a loan and, according to Rachel, he felt the weight of that mortgage until it was paid off in 1953, the same year as the barn burned down. Rueben’s move allows Enos to take over his own farm (just short of age 17). 

1945. April 24. Harry Truman (born 1884 - two years before Michael) is finally briefed (for the first time—12 days after FDR’s death) on the Manhattan Project and development of the atomic bomb.  
 
1945. May 8. VE Day! This is recorded in the diary.

1945. June 12 and 27. The legal documents of Michael Mantik’s estate include a 1941 Chevrolet pickup truck, milking machine, 30 milch [sic] cows, 6 young stock, Farmall H, and miscellaneous machinery.
 
1945. July 8. Martha's diary: "Ed fixed estate business." This suggests that the Michael Mantik estate was still unwinding. 
 
1945. August 1. "Sonny smashed window.” From the garden along the highway, David (Sonny) demonstrated his throwing prowess by heaving a rock high into the air so that it struck the windshield of a passing car - actually not an easy feat! Edwin and Martha were not impressed. He hid under the house to escape punishment, but not for long.

1945. August 6. Hiroshima is gifted "Little Boy," an enriched uranium gun-type fission bomb. Three days later (Violet Mantik’s birthday - as cited in the diary), Nagasaki feels the brunt of "Fat Man," a plutonium implosion-type nuclear bomb. The two bombs together killed between 129,000 and 226,000 mostly Japanese civilians who believed that their emperor Hirohito (born 1901) was divine. 

1945. August 15. Victory in Japan Day. 

1945. December 19. Rachel Mantik is born (on the home farm) at 9:35 (AM or PM is not stated). 

1946. March 5. Winston Churchill (born 1874 to an American mother) coins the phrase "Iron Curtain" in his speech at Westminster College, Missouri.
 
1946. March 12. Edwin and Martha buy and sell farms. Presumably, this means selling the Milan farm (to Lembke for $5500) and buying the Bloomville farm (price unknown). 
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1946. March 26. Edwin and Martha leave Milan and move to the Bloomville farm. Photo of Bloomville house before it was painted white. 
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1946. April 15. Edwin and Fred (born 1912) Mantik execute the Michael Mantik estate. The itemized distributions are shown. Edwin Mantik is omitted, presumably because he instead chose the small Milan farm as his portion.
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1946. August 9. “Esther’s twins born.” The twins were Susan and Larry.

1947. March 29. Sharon Mantik is born at Merrill Holy Cross Hospital. Soon after this major event, David, in protest over his parents’ lack of personal attention since the arrival of this new baby, “disappears” after school and enjoys the anguish that this causes his parents.

1947. July 8. “David” drives a tractor (at age 6 1/2). A first-grade education was enough for this. 

1948. December. Patricia Mantik is born on December 15, 1948, to Rueben and Violet. 

1949. August 29. The Soviets successfully test an A-bomb in Kazakh USSR (thanks to spies in the Manhattan project). From the diary: “School first day. Blue and cried most of day…lunch for school.” It was probably Donny’s first ever day of school. 

1949. August 30. “Donny so tired.” He declined to return to school, saying that he had already gone the day before. 

1949. October 1. Mao founds the People's Republic of China (PRC). Chiang Kai-shek flees to Taiwan. 

1950. February 9. Wisconsin senator Joseph McCarthy delivers his famous speech in Wheeling, WV at the McLure Hotel (in honor of Lincoln’s birthday): “In my opinion the State Department, which is one of the most important government departments, is thoroughly infested with Communists.” 

1950. January 21. Alger Hiss is convicted of perjury, and Richard Nixon rejoices. 

1951. May 12. The US destroys the Eniwetok Atoll (in the Marshall Islands) with the world's first hydrogen bomb.               	              
 
1951. October 26. Joe Louis loses his final professional bout to Rocky Marciano, who never lost. 

1953. March 18. Braves owner Lou Perini announces that the Boston baseball team will move to Milwaukee. Thirteen years later (in 1966) the Braves move to Atlanta. Eddie Mathews (born on David’s birthdate of October 13) is the only one who played in all three cities.

1953. Rueben’s barn on the Michael Mantik home place burns down, but is soon replaced by a barn with 40 stalls. Ironically, the mortgage had just been paid off!

1953. March 5. Joseph Stalin had a stroke. Once a candidate for the orthodox priesthood, he was an abused son of a poor, alcoholic cobbler named Josef Vissarionovich Djughashvili. Stalin also had a withered arm, a clubbed foot, and a face scarred by smallpox, but over 30 years he managed to (directly) kill 20 million civilians. 

1953. March 6. “To Fred’s.” Jerry Mantik (not yet age 14) and David discuss Stalin’s death, while Jerry drives a pickup truck with no supervision, except for David (age 12).

1953. June 2. Queen Elizabeth II is crowned. 

1953. June 8. SCOTUS rules that DC restaurants must serve black persons. 

1953. July 26. The Cuban Revolution begins and this date becomes a Cuban national holiday. 









APPENDIX A

An Example of Martha’s Diaries

                [image: ]

The US quarter demonstrates the size of the diary. Some of the (5-year) diaries are even smaller than this. The above diary is from 1943 to 1947. None of them are labelled on the outside. Some are now physically disintegrating.

         [image: ]

Note that this single page contains five distinct Christmas days: 1943-1947. This entry is typical of all of the diaries. 
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