Timeline: 1898-1919 (with a little family history)
1898	The Spanish-American War (April–December) lasts 16 weeks. John Hay (the US ambassador to the UK) writing from London to Theodore Roosevelt, labels this "a splendid little war." American casualties were 2446, while the Spanish lost 15,700–15,800. During this eventful time, Golda Meir is born in Ukraine. My grandmother, Emilie Siewert, had been born in Ukraine 17 years before that. 
	After the US went to war with Spain in April, the Republic of Hawaii decided not to support the US war effort and so declared its neutrality. On July 7, 1898, the US Congress passed the Newlands Resolution, thus annexing the independent Republic of Hawaii. Queen Liliʻuokalani sent a letter of protest to the U.S. House of Representatives attempting to regain control of her homeland for native Hawaiians.[footnoteRef:1] She stated that her throne had been taken illegally. (Ninety-five years later, in 1993, Congress finally issued an official apology to the queen: Apology Resolution - Wikipedia.) In 1900, Congress created the Territory of Hawaii. Honolulu became a mid-ocean stopover for US troops en route to the Philippines to follow up on Dewey's victory at Manila Bay.  [1:  President Grover Cleveland, on taking office in March 1893, had rescinded the initial Hawaian annexation proposal. His biographer Alyn Brodsky argued that it was Cleveland’s deeply personal conviction that annexation was an immoral action against a small kingdom. Cleveland had also stated, “There will be no war with Spain as long as I am president” [Document: Grover Cleveland: American Interest in the Cuban Revolution (britannica.com)]. Cleveland served as POTUS from 1885 to 1889 and from 1893 to 1897. His vice-resident was Adlai Stevenson I. As in the case of Woodrow Wilson and Allen Dulles, Grover’s father was also a Presbyterian minister. 
] 

1899	The Filipino Insurrection begins on February 4 at the Battle of Manila. This war did not officially end until over three years later, on July 4, 1902. Under General Arthur MacArthur, Jr. (father of Douglas) as U.S. Military Governor, at least 200,000 Filipinos died, mostly from famine and diseases. Estimates for civilian deaths range up to a million. In order to bring democracy to the Philippines, the US suffered 4200 casualties during this insurrection—more than US deaths during the Spanish-American War!
1901	Queen Victoria dies in January, so Edward VII wins the lottery (at least until 1910). Victoria had 42 grandchildren. Czar Nicholas II, his wife Alexandra, and Wilhelm II (yes, that German Emperor) were all first cousins of King George V of the UK. Nicholas was also a first cousin to King Haakon VII and Queen Maud of Norway, as well as King Christian X of Denmark and King Constantine I of Greece. Nicholas and Wilhelm II were in turn second cousins (once-removed), as each descended from King Frederick William III of Prussia. So, that’s what happens when you marry your first cousin—i.e., Prince Albert (of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha[footnoteRef:2]) and Queen Victoria.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  This was the official family name of UK royalty until they abandoned it in 1917. WW I caused George V to officially change the name from "Saxe-Coburg and Gotha" to "Windsor." In any case, all of Victoria’s children could rightfully be called half-Germans. (But my claim to being German is even better than theirs—in particular, all four of my grandparents were Germans. Their native language was also German.)
]  [3:  Charles Darwin and Albert Einstein also married their first cousins, but their offspring did not cause anywhere near the 9-15 million casualties of WW I, which Victoria’s offspring pulled off. Of course, Darwin and Einstein did not even try to make the world safe for democracy. ] 

	William McKinley is shot dead in September, so Teddy takes over.
1902	In November, Emil and Emilie Siewert (my grandparents) marry in Ukraine. 
1905	The Russians lose the Russo-Japanese War. Ironically, (the war-loving) Teddy Roosevelt wins the Nobel Peace Prize for negotiating a peace treaty. After previous military service for the Czar (as a sharpshooter), Emil Siewert dodges the draft that year. Meanwhile, Einstein serves up a miraculous year in physics. 
1907	Michael Mantik exits Ukraine under a false name (so my other grandfather was also a draft dodger), and then detrains (penniless) in Abbotsford, Wisconsin. His future wife (independently—and unknowingly) disembarks in Baltimore that same year. 
1909	In July, Congress passes the 16th Amendment (the income tax). To the shock of conservatives and with the support of a conservative president (William Howard Taft), by February 1913 this was approved by enough state legislatures—and thus taxing became a new and flourishing American business. Before the war ended, the highest tax rate reached 77%. (Wars are expensive.) For his excellent—and taxing work—Taft then became the 10th Chief Justice of SCOTUS, but he still continued to golf. He remains the all-time heavyweight POTUS (at 340 pounds) even heftier than a Green Bay Packer lineman. 
1911	Edwin Mantik (my father) is born in Athens, Wisconsin.
1912	The Titanic sinks on April 14-15, off the coast of Newfoundland. 
1913	In May, Emil Siewert and family cross the Atlantic, and then settle in Milwaukee. They had lived for several years in Germany after leaving Ukraine. In December, elite bankers coerced Congress to pass the (misnamed) Federal Reserve Act, thus paving the way for permanent inflation and persistent American recessions (as well as mangling the Great Depression). 
1914	On August 4, King George V of the UK declares war on his cousin, Kaiser Wilhelm.
1915	Off the Irish coast on May 15, a German U-boat sinks the Lusitania, killing 128 Americans and submerging 173 tons of war supplies: 4.2 million rounds of rifle ammunition, almost 5,000 shrapnel-filled artillery shell casings and 3,240 brass percussion fuses.
1916 	In November, “He kept us out of war” Woodrow Wilson wins the election for POTUS. 
1917	Just five months later, on April 6, Woodrow makes the world “safe for democracy” by declaring war on the Kaiser.[footnoteRef:4] That same month, due to likely carelessness by Allen Dulles, Lenin arrives in Petrograd. On April 22, my mother, Martha Mantik (née Siewert), becomes a fellow resident of Milwaukee with Golda Meir. During January, T. E. Lawrence had joined the Arabs. In May (just days before JFK was born on May 29), Emil and Emilie Siewert begin farming in northern Wisconsin, but I won’t meet them for another 23 years. In June, the Conscription Act is passed; 3 million are eventually drafted and over 125,000 Americans still lie buried in France—their unjust reward for making the world safe. Unfortunately, they did not know that Hitler had other plans.  [4:  Making the World "Safe for Democracy": Woodrow Wilson Asks for War (gmu.edu)
] 

	While Woodrow made the world safer, the US domestic scene became unsafe. Upton Sinclair was arrested for publicly reading the Bill of Rights and Roger Baldwin was arrested for publicly reading the Constitution. Eugene Debs spoke out publicly against the war and so found himself in jail for three years—from where he received nearly one million votes for POTUS. (Yes, you can vote for a prisoner—a fact that may yet prove handy to know in 2024.) Meanwhile, Teddy maintained that Senator Robert LaFollette (Wisconsin), founder of the Progressive Party and opponent of the war, should be hanged for treason.[footnoteRef:5] The German language was banned in schools while Mozart (an Austrian!), Beethoven and Bach were banned from public concerts. Finally, Wilson urged his Justice Department to bring legal proceedings against any publication that criticized his war policy.  [5:  Of course, Teddy could not have known that his own statue, in front of the New York Museum of Natural History since 1940, would come down after 80 years (in 2020) by edict of Bill de Blasio. One can only wonder what LaFollette would have said about that.
] 

	In November, via the Balfour Declaration, the British Government announces its support for the establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine. And so today’s Middle East crisis became inevitable. 
1918	In January, the “Spanish flu” is first observed. That same month the US military boldly takes on Yaqui warriors in Arizona. (No, this was not a baseball game.) That same month, Ukraine declares independence from Russia. Just two months later (in March) Lenin abandons the war—as well as 66 million of the Czar’s former peoples—leaving extraordinarily little of Russia still within Europe. (Well, actually Ukraine had first abandoned Russia.) That same month, daylight savings time begins in the US—and Finland (!) comes to the (useless) aid of the Kaiser. In May, Canadian women (except for Quebec) begin to vote. That same month, Congress passes the Sedition Act, which prohibits abusive remarks about the American form of government. Fortunately, jail sentences were limited to only 20 years. In November, the Kaiser retires to the Netherlands,[footnoteRef:6] where he lives in splendid exile at a former castle filled with his valuable possessions. At age 81, when his fellow Germans invaded the Netherlands in 1940,[footnoteRef:7] he was still there (although with a new wife). The belligerents agree to an armistice at 11 AM on 11-11 (the bizarre timing was a French whim), although the troops were not promptly advised of this. In January of that same year, Gamal Abdel Nasser was born; he will later create even more history. [6:  Retiring in the Netherlands | Expatica
]  [7:  My birth year.
] 

1919	In June, the Treaty of Versailles is (mostly) officially signed, carving 6 million Germans from their homeland. Germany loses 13% of its territory. (That is much less than what they lost after WW II.) During the conference, Woodrow Wilson refuses to listen to Ho Chi Minh’s request for Vietnam independence, a la the American model, quite possibly missing a chance to avoid the Vietnam War. (If only Ho had been a Caucasian Presbyterian, Woodrow might have listened.[footnoteRef:8]) In January, Prohibition begins. That same month (though probably unrelated), Teddy died, not of old age, but of a blood clot—at age 60! In August, Curley Lambeau found(s) the Green Bay Packers. In October, Woodrow strokes out and the White (Black) Sox (also probably unrelated) throw the World Series. In November, the US Senate fails to ratify the Versailles Treaty. As of 2024, it still remains unratified by the US Senate (they have been distracted). In December, the Red Sox sell Babe Ruth to the Yankees, the worst Sox trade until they gave Mookie Betts to the Dodgers.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) - A new morning in Vietnam (pcusa.org)
]  [9:  The current Dodger manager, Dave Roberts, also came via the Red Sox.  ] 
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